Community News & Views
The Village of Highland Hills, Ohio
www.vhhohio.org

Spring 2017

We Welcome New Construction in the Village
Zurich-based ABB Inc.’s construction of a new office and research center in
Highland Hills for its industrial automation unit will also serve the company’s
Thomas & Betts unit now located in Solon. ABB said the new Highland Hills
industrial automation service and technology center will modernize processes
and increase efficiencies. The new building will provide a more modern facility,
including an open floor plan, spaces for team collaboration, high-speed internet
access and technology upgrades.
When completed, the new structure will house about 425 employees from ABB’s Wickliffe location, a property constructed 50 years ago by predecessor company Bailey Controls Co. The new building will have 25 employees from
ABB’s Thomas & Betts sales unit.
Highland Hills approved preliminary plans and incentives for Weston (the Warrensville Heights-based real estate
developer, owner and manager) and Atlanta-based Arco Design/Build to construct a one-story building with
145,000 square feet of office, research and training center space on the southeast corner of Harvard and Green roads.
According to industry estimates, such a building would cost more than $12 million to build. The building will be
located on the 16-acre site that Weston purchased from Chagrin Highlands developers Jacobs Real Estate Services of
Westlake and Scott Technologies. ABB employs about 20,000 people in the United States, one of the 100 countries
where it has a total of 135,000 employees. Besides
industrial automation, ABB operates in the electrical, power grid, motion and robotics markets.

Mayor Robert L. Nash
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New Council, Same Vision
Michael L. Booker, Council President

Webster’s dictionary defines, CHANGE as, “to undergo transformation, transition, or substitution.” Our
44th President Barak Obama once said, “Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some
other time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.”

Councilwoman Barbara
Spearman retires after 26 years
of service to the Village.

This so accurately describes our Village Council over the past 5 to 10 years. Gone
are the mainstays that did such a remarkable job for this village for almost 30 years,
those such as Sam Smith, Ken Roberts, David Scott, Patty Deberry and Barbara
Spearman just to name a few. Enter a new Council with new energy and ideas,
put together uniquely different from the past; 2 re-elected, 2 newly elected and 2
appointed. We, however, all share the same passion and enthusiasm as those before
us. Our love for the Village is the driving force that leads us to the goals of preserving the service and community we all enjoy so very much. Change is occurring
everyday here and in our surrounding communities and your Council is engaged.
We embrace the challenges and are eager to explore opportunities for the Village
to flourish for the next 30 years. Is change difficult? Everyone knows that it is,
however change is necessary. In order to compete in an ever changing political and
economic climate we all must embrace CHANGE.

Our school system has to be on the top of that list for
CHANGE. We all know the school system is the driving
force of any community and we finally have a golden opportunity to do something about it. “We are the change that
we seek.” Our kids need us. Even if you do not have school
age children, make no mistake about it these are our kids!
We must get behind our Superintendent Mr. Donald Jolly’s
efforts to build new schools in our district. We will only get
one opportunity to get this right. State funding from the
Ohio Facilities Construction Commission (OFCC) will pay
Newly appointed Councilmember Cassandra Pride swears in.
for about 33% of the cost to build new schools. We need to
act now, before that money is given to another school district. I encourage you to attend a school board
meeting for answers and updates. We also request that you to get involved by sharing your talents on one
of our many committees or boards or by simply sharing your ideas with Council. I know change is difficult
but it is also inevitable. Come to a meeting and see for yourself. I am confident you will be pleased by the
people who represent you. As always, I am a phone call away.
Humbly representing you!

Community Policing
Antonio Stitt, Police Chief

Our community is evolving right before our eyes. Just take a ride up Harvard Avenue, and you’ll see University Hospitals Customer Care Center and Highland Springs Rehabilitation Center, both of which have
greatly enhanced our community. The next new edition is the ABB facility, which is presently under construction. These additions are slowly changing our community. You can expect to see a great deal more
vehicles traveling on the streets of Highland Hills, which will also increase overall activity in our community.
As I have stated in previous newsletters, we need and rely on our community/residents to function as our
eyes and ears. If or when you see or hear something that just doesn’t quite seem right, call us. Let us check it
out and determine if it needs to be addressed. In the past, you have curtailed a number of criminal acts by
notifying your police department as soon as you saw something that didn’t look right.

Potential Concerns:
• Constant traffic at a residence during the day or late at night.
• People standing around on corners or streets (loitering).
• Parked vehicles with occupants sitting inside for extended periods of time.
If you know how to use the camera on your phone, and you see something, take a picture or video record it.
Nothing beats pictures/video. Be aware of your surroundings, getting in and out of your vehicle, and walking to your vehicle. Be curious of strange unfamiliar sounds.
**********************************************************************************************************
Also, Mayor Nash established a very nice workout room in our governmental complex. There are three (3)
senior workout classes every Tuesday and Thursday and the times are 10am, 10:45am and 11:30am. The
advanced classes are also on Tuesday and Thursday, but they’re in the evenings and the times are 4:45pm and
5:30pm. There is one (1) advanced class every Saturday morning at 9:30am. The classes are fun, energetic
and good for you. Some of our seniors regularly take the Village shuttle bus to and from class. They exercise
to great “old school” music that improves their flexibility, mobility and endurance. The training instructor is
Reggie Lewis, who specializes in senior flexibility and mobility. If you are interested in hearing more about
the classes, please call Doris in the senior department at 216.283.3000, ext. 234.

As Always, One Team, One Family!
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Dear Residents of Highland Hills Village
Jean Abernathy-Smith, Council Pro Tem

As I was thinking about what I want to share with you in our newsletter, three subject matters beginning
with the letter “S” kept bouncing around in my head.

The first “S” is about “SPRING”
Yes friends and neighbors “Spring has Sprung.” This is the time we get to clean up, spruce up, and fix up our
inside and outside living quarters. This is the time of year we can say goodbye to the winter damage and the
terrible mess the cold winds, sleet, and snow leaves after its bitter departure.
I am sure each and every one of us want to be proud of the community we live in. We all must share in the
responsibility of doing our part, if we are able, to make sure our home surroundings will put a smile on our
neighbors face, and pride in their hearts. I believe we have the warm weather of spring after our cold winters
so we can have the opportunity of feeling comfortable while we work around our dwelling places. It takes all
of us working together to let other communities know that we take pride in our Village.
If you are a senior and have health issues, please contact our public works/service department at
216.662.5012 to ask for assistance in getting your grass cut, or if you need a special pickup. Remember, let’s
all work together and do our part during this spring season so we can be proud residents of Highland Hills.

The second “S” is helping “SENIORS”
Highland Hills has long been known for being a “Senior Community.” In their later years many of our
young residents have moved back or have taken up residence in Highland Hills. However, we still have many
senior residents, and many of them need our help.
If you know a senior resident who may not have family living with them any longer please check on them.
Let them know you are there for them. Give them your contact information if they do not have it, and let
them know they can call you if the need arises. If we as residents notice their mail or newspapers are piling
up, check on them. Find out if your senior neighbor is getting their meals on a daily basis. Also, there are
services available for senior needs, such as In-Home Senior Care Service. If there is a non-emergency you
can call our Police non-emergency number at 216.591.1234. As a reminder, we do have very strong senior
services in our Village.
Whenever we see a senior, or any neighbor in need, please reach out and lend a helping hand. Many of our
seniors have been with us for many years and have helped Mayor Nash and his administration in the growth
of this thriving community.

The third “S” is for “SCHOOLS”
I am talking about the Warrensville Heights City School District (WHCSD). OUR SCHOOL DISTRICT.
Many of you may remember I served and represented Highland Hills on the Board of Education for the
continued on bottom of page 12

It’s Spring….Finally!

Robert Rodic, Assistant Chief Building Official
You have been awaiting the arrival of summer since January. This winter wasn’t that bad but then March arrived and
you realized: there is always something REALLY great about the warmer days. We in northeast Ohio have developed
quite an appreciation for the warmth, as evidenced by the donning of summer wear at the mere hint of a 60 degree
day in February! But now that we realize spring is here and summer is right around the corner, it’s time to get down to
business and assess our homes and properties for those remnants left behind by late winter storms and strong winds by
performing the necessary maintenance for the arrival of a new season.
The following are things to keep in mind when reviewing your property and deciding on where to start. In some cases
you may want to consider “getting a guy” as opposed to being a “do-it-yourselfer”.
• Have roof flashing, caulking, shingles inspected in preparation for the spring and summer storms. Check for continuity of shingles on the planes of the roof and on the ridges. The areas with flashing should be tight and sealed. This
includes areas around roof penetrations such as a chimney or poof vent.
• Clean the gutters. The gutters on your home are probably full of leaves, pine needles and other gunk from the winter
season. Now that it’s warm, find a sturdy ladder and clean out the gutters and down pipes, or better yet, hire someone to do it for you.
• Inspect caulking around windows, doors, and any openings into the home. Many times during the cold season windows and doors will slightly separate from the frame. This can be remedied with an application of external silicone
caulking or sealant. Clear silicone may be used to seal under door thresholds and stained wood frames.
• Inspect and repair exterior siding and trim work. Spring is a good time to inspect the siding and remove any
chipped or peeling paint from the siding or trim. Remove and replace ineffective or damaged siding. If you have
wood siding, check for openings, damaged areas, or knots that have popped out; making way for carpenter ants, and
other critters that may nest in or burrow through.
• When inspecting the exterior of your home be sure to examine the foundation from top to bottom for masonry
cracks. Tuck point any cracks in brick or block and caulk other openings or penetrations.
• Have the HVAC systems serviced and cleaned. Your AC condenser is outside your house and can get really dirty and
gummed up with leaves and other debris, especially during the winter months. Make sure to clean any debris on and
around the condenser and have it inspected to keep it running efficiently through the summer. Blocked air filters can
reduce the efficiency of your air conditioning system’s ability to push and pull air through air registers. Also during
spring and summer, allergens are higher and if your family suffers from such symptoms you may want to replace
your filter about every 30-60 days.
• Pressure-wash concrete patios and wood decks to get rid of all the grime that may have accumulated from the winter
months. Summer is a great time to reseal or repaint your deck and porch so it looks like new again.
• Review any walkway or drive area locations that can present a “trip spot” and consider repairing or replacing the
pavement.
Remember, by taking care of your home and property maintenance needs in April and May, allows you to make the
most of your lawn furniture the rest of the summer!!
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Resident and Employee Spotlight: Linda Moses
Lillian Moore, Councilwoman

Since joining the Village of Highland Hills in 2012 as an Assistant to the Clerk of Courts, and now the
Clerk of Courts, Linda has been an asset and a true leader in the Village Court and community, as stated by
our own Mayor Robert Nash.
Linda Moses moved to Warrensville Township in 1975 … which is now Highland Hills. She has been a
committed resident who loves and appreciates the nuances of our Village. She likes the close-knit feel of the
community, the residents, and the continued positive changes for the improvement of our Village. She values the accessibility to hospitals, freeways, shopping malls, neighbors and “my place of employment.” Linda
says she and her husband Louis enjoy planting flowers, cutting grass and maintaining their pristine corner
lot home.
As our Clerk of Courts, Linda is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the Village Mayor’s Court and
traffic court. When traffic citations are issued, the ticketed information is stored electronically for processing and for final resolution. Once the court hearing takes place; fines, waivers and payment information is
updated and the completed data is sent to the State of Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Linda states “she
enjoys being the contact person for our Village Court, which provides her an opportunity to work and meet
people who are in need of her specialized services. She is able to assist people with their infractions, which
can oftentimes be terrifying and uncomfortable.
Linda appreciates our Public Works/Service department, with their clean up task, our Police foot patrol and
the recent beautification task of adding shutters to the townhomes in the Village.
Linda was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio and is the third child of ten siblings and the first daughter
in her family. She has one son, Edward Jr.; daughter-in-law Tiffany; and two grandsons … Edward III
and Johnathan.
Linda’s hobbies are bowling, walking and reading the bible. She really
enjoys dining out. Her relaxation is watching television. One of her
favorite shows is Tyler Perry’s “If Loving You Is Wrong.”
She has been an active member of Aldersgate United Methodist Church
for over twenty (20) years, and now serves as their treasurer.
Please visit Linda and enjoy her altering-mood changing nail polish, she
loves it!

Fire Department

Arthur Timmons, Fire Chief
The Highland Hills fire department is proud to announce two (2) new programs. The first program is to help protect our
citizens (especially the elder) from “UNEXPECTED FALLS”. PLEASE NOTE: Every year 1 out of 3 adults fall, which
lead to fatal and non-fatal injuries. So the Highland Hills fire department has started a program for our citizens to help
prevent this from happening in your homes in the future. Call Fire Prevention at 216.591.2311 and ask for Lt. Vanessa
Sherriff, or just leave a message to set up an appointment to have your home inspected for rick factors. You will be given a
list of factors that can cause falls and how to address them. Appointments only between: Monday-Friday, 10am to 6pm.
The second program is teaching our young children about fire safety and hopefully will help put an end to seven fatalities which occur every day in our country. We are teaching Pre-K through second grade children FIRE SAFETY and
what to do in case of a fire. April 26, 2017 we had our fire first training at the Green Road school in Highland Hills.
The children were having a good time learning, watching videos, coloring, and playing games about fire safety.

Lieutenant Vanessa Sherriff (Fire
Prevention Officer) teaching how
to crawl under smoke!

Firefighters CaLiel Jones and Josh
Elennis showing them what a
firefighter will look like if being
rescued.

FF Jones, FF Elennis and Lt. Sherriff with the
new graduates of “FIRE Safety”. Each child
received a certificate and helmet, courtesy of
the Highland Hills fire department.

Our Future Heroes of Tomorrow
Students of Warrensville Heights schools, who are enrolled in firefighting and
EMT classes, taught at the high school by Frank Marvin, stopped by the Highland Hills fire department to check out our station and take a few pictures while
working out to stay in good shape. Keep up the good work, I’m very proud of
you! Wish you well!

Well It’s That Time of Year Again—“Grilling”
The smell of bar-b-que in the air is such joy! But as we all know, it also causes fires if you are not practicing safe fire
rules and laws. Please be careful and DON’T:
• Leave fire unattended;
• Have grills inside or too close to the building;
• Have grills under a tree or shrubbery, or anything combustible;
• Never use GASOLINE to light a grill fire.
Let’s all have safe and fun summer!!!
continued on top of page 20
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Save Our Youth

Michael L Goodwin, Councilman
We live in a world where school shootings, terrorist attacks, and dangerous designer drugs are a part of our
lives with teen suicides being on the rise. It seems there is no end to the reasons to fear for our children’s
safety and well-being. But there are other fears. There are daily worries and more reasons for most parents
to be frightened. What strikes fear into many parents’ hearts is the daily possibility their children will fall
prey to the wrong crowd. They may succumb to cultural pressures and make wrong choices that will bring
pain and suffering to their lives. That fear is real and it never goes away.
In today’s world, teens are likely to encounter more temptations, greater spiritual battles, and more emotional and relational struggles than any other generation in history. Young people are exposed to sexual
temptations, school violence, alcohol, illegal drugs, and many other dangerous influences. Save the youth of
America is a nonprofit organization focused on help the hurting young people of America experience love,
healing, and freedom through Christ.
The vision of save the Youth of America is to reach, train, and send this generation with the love of Christ
through media, events, and personal relationships. The goal is to train the next generation by precept and
example through hands on discipleship, mentorship, and training events. The end result is to activate vessels
of love into the harvest both in the U.S. and internationally and to send them into every man’s world.
This generation is different from past generation in that they are a sight and sound generation. They have
never known life without a cellphone, internet, computer or Google. Life is first moving and those in it are
longing for the message of God’s love in a format they can understand.
The message (The Gospel of Jesus Christ} does not change but the message of sharing the Christ has
changed. A preacher can share the love of Christ today by television, internet, cellphone, and radio, or even
a simple text message. We must reach the next generation with all modern means of communication.
Here are a few ways we can support our youth in their efforts to create positive change. Listen to their ideas
and help create an action plan to make their ideal a reality. Collaborate and encourage them to talk to others
who can help them with their ideas. Help them troubleshoot and find ways to remove barriers that prevent
them from making their idea a reality. Lead by example be a positive role model.
In closing I would like my constituents that I represent that all my decisions I make on council are based on
the betterment of the Village of Highland Hills.

Protect Your Credit Score With Your Life!
Duane Morris, Finance Director

No matter what stage in life you are, your credit score will dictate whether you utilize the
power of the pen and be able to maintain flexibility financially. Life has many obstacles
thrown our way that can bind our cash flow (bank balance). For example, how many of us
have had the following occur:
• Car needs repair, or worse yet, the car is beyond repair.
• An appliance goes out.
• A child will be entering college next year and you make too much to qualify for financial aid. Student loans are the
only alternative.
• Water is dripping in the basement from an unknown source.
• You have crappy health insurance and there is a family health issue that will force you to pay up to the deductible.
If we allow our bills to go unpaid, or are paid late, the problems will snowball and escalate for many years. To protect
your FICO score, managing your credit responsibly means:
• Pay your bills on time—late payments and accounts referred to collections agencies can have a major impact on your
FICO score.
• In many instances 30 days or longer past due may subject your credit score to being negatively impacted as a slow
payer.
• Being labeled a slow payer on your credit report would not look good when applying for new credit, such as a loan
for a house or car. Check with your creditor when a debt will be reported to a collection agency. Some may be
more aggressive than others.
• If you do not pay on time, the loans that you will inevitably qualify for will only be HIGH PRICED / HIGH
INTEREST LOANS.
• If you are a timely payer (not a minimum balance timely payer). You will qualify for the car loan at lower interest
rates or that mortgage.
• Keep balances low on credit cards relative to their credit limits — High outstanding debt can affect your credit score.
• The best advice is to pay your cards off in full monthly. If that cannot happen due to cash flow, you might want to
pay by check or cash, if the discipline is not your forte.
• If you just cannot pay the balance off the next month, never pay the minimum as that will be a red flag on your
credit report and you will virtually be paying interest only and will take years to fully pay off the entire debt.
• Pay off debt rather than moving it around — A reliable way to improve your credit score is by paying down your
credit card debt.
• Balance transfers to a lower interest rate or even a zero percent may be attractive and in the absence of hidden fees
may work well to lower your interest for six months or even a year. However, there could be lurking a transaction
fee of say 3%.
• So please be careful and read the fine print.
• Don’t open new credit cards just to increase your available credit — this approach could backfire and actually lower
your credit score.
• Open new credit accounts only as needed — A cautious approach to taking on new credit will help you
maintain a good score.
continued on bottom of page 14
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2017–We Are All Blessed To See A New Spring
David Mills, Councilman

On April 12-13, 2017 I had the opportunity to attend the 18th Annual Local Government Officials conference in Columbus, Ohio. The conference was hosted by the Ohio Auditor of State, David Yost.
Attendees were Mayors, Councilmembers, Trustees, Fiscal Officers, Clerks and Treasurers. The mission of
the auditor’s office is to strive for clean accounting and efficient governement for those we serve, the people
of Ohio. We work under objective standards, driven by numbers and facts without regard to politics.
There were 8am-5pm workshops and classes on both days. I attended Ethics, Legal Updates for Villages,
Affordable Care Act, Roundtable Discussion for Villages, and Legislative Updates for Villages—which were
all very informative and great classes.
The two sessions that stood out to me the most were Ethics and Affordable Care Act. I learned that in public contract law there are four main restrictions, here is one: authorizing a public contract in which a public
official, a family member, or business associate has any interest is strictly prohibited.
Authorizing an investment of public funds, profiting from public funds, and having an interest in public contracts
for any public agency where a public official is connected, is prohibited by the Ohio Ethics Commission.
My article is a brief overview and intended to give public officials some basic knowledge and information
about the law and how it applies to us as elected officials.
OF NOTE: the Affordable Care Act is here to stay. VOTED into law on March 23, 2010 with well over
2,000 legal pages. Thank You!

Community & Staff Engagement
Danita Love, Chief Village Administrator
Hello Highland Hills Community,
First I would like to pay homage to my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as he has paved the way for the great opportunity to become a member of the Highland Hills administration, after serving fourteen years on Council, ten as Council
President. A very special thanks to our Mayor, Robert L. Nash, for trusting in my ability to continue the phenomenal
work he has done on behalf of Highland Hills so that we can continue MOVING FORWARD!
Even though spring is in the air, I’d be remiss if I did not report on our past winter season as well. One of my first
tasks as the newly appointed Chief Village Administrator was the opportunity to work with one of our most valued
community partners, Highland Springs. It was truly an honor to work with their staff to help identify two deserving
families to receive Christmas gifts for their children (photos on back page). So I take this opportunity to personally
thank Sandy Kuntz, the Director of Business Development at Highland Springs, who spearheaded the event, and for
her unwavering support and dedication to our community. My thanks also extends to Councilman Michael Goodwin
for his tremendous help on this worthwhile project.
Last, but not least, the Village hosted their holiday “get together” for staff to come together and enjoy themselves during the festive holiday season (check out just a few photos below). As part of the many responsibilities which I’ve been
challenged with, working with, and getting to know, the staff has been a pleasure, and I’m truly appreciative and proud
to be part of this administration. Until next time . . .
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Newly Appointed to Council
Cassandra Pride, Councilwoman

It is an honor to be chosen to represent my neighbors on the Highland Hills Village Council. I have lived in
the Village for 32 years; where my husband and I have raised our two daughters.
Newly retired with thirty plus years in finance, I want to make the safety and well-being of the Highland
Hills citizens a priority.
I am excited at the new growth in our city. One being the commercial business office development by ABB
Weston, LLC at the southeast corner of Harvard Road and Green Road.
Another awesome thing happening in our neighborhood is the Warrensville Heights High School Aspiring
Doctors Precollege Program. This partnership between Warrensville Heights High School, Ohio University,
and South Pointe Cleveland Clinic gives our students the opportunity to obtain college credits.

Council Pro Tem Abernathy-Smith article continued from page 4
WHCSD for twelve years (1997-2008). It was a very special and rewarding time for me, because having the
responsibility of students and their education was an awesome task. Our children are special gifts and they
deserve nothing but an excellent education.
At this point and time our WHCSD is in dire need of new schools. Students can no longer receive a quality
education in the school buildings that exist today. Our students can no longer thrive in the poor condition
of the existing classrooms.
The state is prepared to give our school district financial assistance if we pass a school levy in November of
this year. Passing a levy for our new schools is a must. Look around at your surrounding communities. They
all have updated or new schools. Passing the November levy for new schools is critical. Please support our
school district and our children. If you have further questions or just want to help, please call our Board of
Education at 216.865.4742.
Last, I would be remiss if I did not welcome two of our newly-appointed Councilpersons, Councilman
Michael Goodwin and Councilwoman Cassandra Pride. I welcome both of them and thank them for the
talent and wisdom they bring to Council. They have already demonstrated their dedication to the Village.
Thank you again Councilman Goodwin and Councilwoman Pride: WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME!

Yours in Service!

Public Works “Service” Department
Steve Clymer, Public Works Director

Now that winter is showing signs of leaving us, I would like to take a moment to refresh our minds on some
of the Public Works/Service department services.

Yard Debris
Branches, sticks, brush and bushes must be tied in bundles of no more than 4 foot in length, 50 pounds
maximum weight and placed at the curb for pickup. These items will be picked up on the same day as trash
(Thursday) but will be picked up after the trash route is completed. Note: Only branches, not tree trunks.
Building materials of any kind will not be picked up by the public works/service department.
Special pick-up’s can be scheduled for any day, Monday thru Friday, excluding Thursday because that is our
regular trash pick-up day and the same employees handle both tasks. A sample list of items which can be
scheduled for special pick-up is listed below. Should you have items you are not sure of please call the Public
Works/Service department at 216.662.5012 and inquire about proper removal. We are here to help you if at
all possible.

Sample List of Special Pick-ups
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Refrigerators
Household Appliances
Furniture (must be completely enclosed and sealed in plastic)
Mattress and box springs (must be completely enclosed and sealed in plastic)
Carpeting
Water Heaters
Air Conditioners

Throughout the course of the year our department will pick up used car tires and store them for a scrap tire
roundup that the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District sponsors every fall.
The department also collects old and used computer equipment that is transported to RET3 for refurbishment and then donated to places like Northeast Ohio schools and other non-profit organizations. Please call
216.662.5012 to schedule pickup of any computers, printers or accessories and we will make sure they get
delivered to RET3. Please do not set computer equipment out with your regular trash, one little rain shower
could be the difference in refurbishment or not.
Now that spring has sprung we can all get outside in the fresh air and work together as much as possible to
make Highland Hills a safe, clean, beautiful community we will all take PRIDE in.
The Public Works/Service department employees would like to wish all of our residents a
wonderful spring and summer season.
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Seniors Department
Doris Nelson, Seniors Director

The Senior department has sprung into Spring with a bang. This is the beginning of our fun trip season. We
started off the month with a movie (comedy), next we went to Hartville and experienced the Marketplace
& Flea Market, Hartville Kitchen Restaurant, and the Hardware (huge store). We also went to Presque Isle
Downs Casino in Erie, PA on Friday, April 21st and will end the month with our final BINGO for the year.
We had a health screening on Thursday, April 20th provided by UH Ahuja and the Highland Hills Fire
Department. The next health screening is scheduled for June 15, 2017.
The was a quarterly Senior Advisory Board meeting, which meets the second Tuesday in January, April, July
and October. The board plans trips, hear what residents have to report, and organize collection of toiletries
and gently used clothing for delivery to shelters once or twice a year.
Finance Director Duane Morris article continued from page 9
SO PROTECT YOUR CREDIT SCORE WITH YOUR LIFE, AND IF YOU DO NOT,
IT MAY HAUNT YOU FOR A VERY LONG TIME WHETHER YOU ARE:
• A high school grad entering the workforce
• A college student still living off of the parents allowance but now getting credit card offers.
• A mid-career single parent or couple having challenges providing opportunities for their loved ones
such as the high cost of sports teams for the kids or battling medical issues and those rising costs.
• A post career retiree or soon to be retiree, who is looking to simplify but with lingering debt /
credit card balances prevent enjoyment of retirement.
• Everyone would agree, there is an emergency calling our name waiting to happen, but be disciplined before the
emergency and after the emergency in solving the problem. Credit can be a wonderful tool if you use it wisely but
again can be your worst nightmare. STAY DISCIPLINED!
• Periodically check your credit by going to any of the following:
OBTAIN A COPY OF YOUR CREDIT SCORE AT LEAST ONCE ANNUALLY !

Be Careful of the Cost of Getting Your Credit Score
According to www.consumeraffairs.com. Some credit reports are free while other firms charge a fee for credit report
access. The government’s site AnnualCreditReport.com gives all citizens free access to one credit report from each
credit bureau annually.
• One-time report: Many credit companies offer one free credit report every year to consumers. There is typically a fee
for more frequent credit report access.
• Credit card required: Some, although not all, credit report companies require a credit card number for the free trial
and will charge a one-time or monthly fee for their credit services when the free trial period is over.
• Recurring charges: Some credit report sites offer additional credit-related programs and services for a recurring
monthly fee.

Simple Recycling

Jane Pierce, HR Administrator & Recycling

2016 Results and 2017 Pace & Progress
3,000,000+ Residents
The Simple Recycling launch date for Highland Hills was December 4, 2014. In 2016 the total pounds diverted from
landfills was 852 and the estimated annual participation rate was 46%.
2016 was a year of rapid growth for Simple Recycling and our partner municipalities. With proven success since
launch, Simple Recycling has grown to offer curbside recycling service to over 3 million residents across Ohio, Michigan, Texas and Indiana.
The results are in and we are proud of our collective success and appreciative of the partnerships we have built. It is
with great thanks and admiration that we present the 2016 Simple Recycling Curbside Clothing Recycling Results.

Highland Hills Totals
• Total pounds diverted from landfills = 3,273			
• Cost to Village = $0.00					

• Estimated number of participating residents = 58
• Revenue generated for Highland Hills = $32.73

2016 Pace – Explosive Growth, Epic Results
Simple Recycling has been validated as the largest, most effective zero waste initiative a city/village can implement for
zero cost and with zero ongoing operational resources. They are focused on expanding their offerings to local communities in the Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Texas regions. A referral is the highest complement you can provide, so
please, Tell Your Friends!

2017 Progress for Simple Recycling
Within cities and towns, Simple Recycling continues to increase diversion rates, reduce environmental impact and
maintain fiscal responsibility through effective education and consistent reinforcement. They encourage everyone to
include information about the Simple Recycling Curbside Recycling program in community outreach efforts.

Our administration recently sent Simple Recycling bag/sticker and postcard to all of our residents and will
keep you updated on the progress and look forward to rising participation. Highland Hills was the FIRST
eastside community to participate in Cuyahoga County and we are proud we were able to help
kickstart this wonderful program and be a part of their big success!
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Traffic & Mayor’s Court Snapshot
Linda Moses, Clerk of Courts

Court Reporting
Revenue for the first quarter of the year, including the month of April, is significantly lower compared to the
same time last year. The shortage in patrol officers being able to police our streets to help keep traffic under
control is one of the contributing factors for the shortfall. Shown below is the monthly report listing the
various statistics.

Illegal Dumping

Susan Hamilton, Engineer

Lake Erie: DON’T WASTE IT!

Crimes Against the Creek
Dumping anything other than
water down the storm drain or
in the creek isn’t just a bad idea
– it’s illegal.
In areas with separate sewers, storm drains
and storm sewers flow directly to local
creeks and Lake Erie. In older areas with
combined sewers, storm sewers often flow
directly to wastewater treatment plants,
where pollutants can upset the water
treatment process.
Many common household and automotive
wastes are highly toxic in the aquatic
ecosystem, killing fish and amphibians
while drastically altering water chemistry.
An April 2012 fish kill that affected 3 miles
of the East Branch of the Rocky River in
Cuyahoga County, killing over 31,000 fish,
was caused by the illegal dumping of a
metal plating chemical down a storm drain
that flows to the river.
Substances commonly dumped illegally in
storm drains and creeks include paint,
automotive fluids, concrete washout, lawn
chemicals and cooking oils. If you witness
illegal dumping, please report it!

Report Illegal Dumping to
Your Community’s Service
Department or City Hall
17

For more information on how to reduce
stormwater pollution, contact us at 216.524.6580
or visit our website at www.cuyahogaswcd.org
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Congratulations—Green Inspiration Academy!
Congratulations to the Green Inspiration Academy noted as one of Ohio’s “high-flying” public schools in
reading. The Fordham Institute’s “Ohio Gadfly Daily” did an ad hoc study of Ohio reading scores, calling
out several public schools for excellent performance, including both district and community schools. Analyst
Aaron Churchill reported “two high-poverty urban schools in Cleveland made the list. Clark School, a K-8
district school, and Hope Academy Chapelside charter school (now named the Green Inspiration Academy).
Schools that serve disadvantaged youngsters can and do make a large impact on reading achievement. Keep
up the good work!”

About the Green Inspiration Academy
The Green Inspiration Academy is seeking to be a pioneer in establishing an environment for a friendly
school in terms of building construction and curriculum development. They are a K to 8 Public Charter
School located right here in Highland Hills. Tuition in the progressive school is free.
You can find out more by contacting them to plan a visit, using their online quick enrollment form to get
started, or by simply calling or emailing them for further information (see below). The establishment of the
Green Inspiration Academy (GIA) will further diversify educational opportunities in the Greater Cleveland
area as it offers high quality education to all types of students, concentrating on their individual academic
and/or special needs. In addition, the school also conducts regular assessments, both for teachers and students, to ensure the provision of high quality education.

Green Inspiration Academy
4265 Northfield Road
Highland Hills, Ohio 44128
http://www.greeninspirationacademy.com
General: 216.378.9573
Attendance: 216.882.0554
info@greeninspirationacademy.com

Cuyahoga County Mayors’ Secretaries & Assistants
Did you know that our very own Peg Sikon, Clerk of Council, and Judy Goslin, Mayors’ Assistant, are the President and Vice President of the Cuyahoga County Mayor’s Secretaries and Assistants (CCMSA)? CCMSA is an association of active, former and retired Mayors’ secretaries and
administrative assistants founded for the purpose of exchanging and comparing ideas of mutual
concerns and attending presentations that will benefit members of their respective communities.
The CCMSA supports groups and organizations with contributions and donations from the proceeds of an annual fundraising event. Last year the association donated $4,000 to the Achievement Centers for Children, Ohio Guidestone (Berea Children’s Home), Holy Family Home,
ICAN Bike and WomanKind. This year the CCMSA celebrated its 60th year of operation with
an annual benefit luncheon. Peg Sikon invited Councilwomen Lillian Moore, Jean Abernathy-Smith and Cassandra Pride
to the spring affair held on Saturday, May 6th at the Independence Embassy Suites.
The Chicken francaise lunch was great, as the association hosted
many ticketed gift giveaways, 50-50 raffle and over 75 beautiful
baskets donated by Mayors, Villages, Cities, businesses, organizations and members. It was a fun-loving and exciting event.
Councilwoman Cassandra Pride won a nice lamp and Peg’s family
table won over 10 various baskets. On behalf of my fellow councilwomen, we say thank you for the invitation to this wonderful
worthy event.

Man’s Best Friend and You
It’s that time of the year you want to get outdoors, maybe do some yard work; or take a walk and take “man’s best
friend”, Mike the Dog with you! Your dog probably has a less common name. But mine was Mike. He lived with us
as Mike until my cousin Mike moved in with us. Then he became Mike the Dog to distinguish between the two.
There are a few local regulations in place to keep in mind during the warm weather, as well as the colder months, when
it comes to pets, and in particular dogs. First, be certain to keep your dog on a leash when taking it for a walk. Local
ordinance requires that a dog must be leashed at all times when outdoors. The owners of dogs at large can be ticketed.
Second, be respectful of your neighbors. We all know that dogs can be as vocal as we are, but the constant barking,
howling and yelping can become annoying to the most patient of persons. (Especially those of you who are not experiencing hearing loss….yet!) Local code speaks to frequent and habitual barking, howling and yelping, so your pooch
is allowed to speak, but just like us humans, not too loudly and not too long! Third, and also in the tone of respect
towards your neighbors, voluntarily participate in the PuP program, which is Pick up Poop. Whether it be in your
yard or in someone else’s yard, pick up what your dog left behind. Lastly, remember you are permitted no more than
three (3) dogs, except for puppies, not over three months old. Let’s face it, anything more than three is a lot of mouths
to feed.
In the end, remember these are your neighborhoods and your neighbors. Being respectful only
helps to keep Highland Hills a great place to be.
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Fire Chief Timmons article continued from page 7
New Fire Department Office Staff
The fire department has added a new member to our office staff. Please welcome Mageree Scott, who brings her expertise from our finance department to fill the void left by Laurie Loveman when she retired. Stop by or call and say hello
to welcome her!

Honoring Our Beloved Captain
On May 2, 2017 the Highland Hills fire department celebrated the unveiling of Captain Lang’s new head stone.
Captain Lang passed away April 13, 2013.
This year we went bowling to HONOR him.

Mark Your Calendars . . .
Green Infrastructure Incentives
When land development projects are proposed in the region, applicants and their engineers often propose conventional water quality ponds or underground detention/infiltration systems instead of integrated, landscape-based methods of managing runoff. These methods do not yield the co-benefits that a surface green infrastructure approach can
provide, such as reducing urban heat island effects, adding tree canopy, contributing to placemaking and visual quality,
and creating habitat.
An evaluation of regulatory, cost and development considerations on green stormwater infrastructure was prepared
for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and Northeast Ohio Stormwater Training Council. Learn more and
download the full report on our blog.

5th Annual River Sweep 2017 / Saturday, May 13, 2017 / 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
The Mill Creek Watershed Partners invite volunteers to participate in the annual collaborative effort to clean and bring
awareness to Johnston Mill Run, a tributary of Mill Creek that runs through Garfield Heights and Cleveland. Participants
receive a commemorative River Sweep T-Shirt and light refreshments. All ages and groups are welcome to join the effort.
To volunteer, register, or for information, contact Pat Salemi @ 216.475-1100, Ext. 2425 or Debra Prater @ 216.9918585, Ext. 3122.

LEAP Native Plants of the Year 2017
The LEAP Native Plants of the Year campaign highlights native species that can make exceptional additions to area
landscapes and gardens.
Adding native plants in the garden will attract native wildlife, reduce soil erosion, require less fertilizer and watering, connect people to nature, and more. Learn more on the Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership for Biodiversity (LEAP) website.

Monday Meet-Up: What's Up with MCWP / Monday, June 5, 2017 / 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Join us at the Garfield Heights Branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library to learn more about Mill Creek Watershed Partnership’s role in restoration work in the Mill Creek and how you can become involved in the restoration
efforts! Registration is required online: Monday Meet-Up: What’s Up with Mill Creek Watershed Partnership.

EXTRA EXTRA!
Simple Recycling Now Available to Shaker House and Shaker Place Residents
If you live at the Shaker House or Shaker Place Apartments and would like to
participate in our Simple Recycling program by donating clothing or small appliances,
please CALL our own Master Recycler Jane Pierce at 216.283.3000, ext. 263 for more
information about the program and to place your name on our Simple Recycling
21
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From The Spirit of Christmas Giving!
Thanks to the generous donations from our community partner, Highland Springs, children from two Highland Hills families were “blessed” to receive gifts from a “Secret Santa”. The Smith Family and Regina &
Family (waiting on specific names).

