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Greetings Residents
Happy Summer!

It is such a pleasure to report that the Village continues to thrive and grow.  To you, 
our residents, we owe many thanks for the ongoing support and determination to keep 
the Village of Highland Hills in such good shape.

In this edition of the newsletter we have included information from various sources of 
services throughout Cuyahoga County.  For example, there is information about the 
Cuyahoga County Land Bank, an organization that not only acquires homes to reha-
bilitate and sell at great prices, but also provides assistance in other areas.  Cuyahoga 

Community College, a jewel in our backyard is a real asset.  Hopefully, these kernels of information will be helpful.  
The Village is very close to sealing a deal with a new company making their home here.  We will keep you posted. 

Village Hall has received some much needed updating and we are very close to the bidding process so that work will 
soon begin on a new roof for the facility.  In addition to structural changes, some administrative modifications have 
also taken place—the resignation of our Finance Director, Andrea Morris.  I have appointed Duane Morris (no rela-
tion) to the position as full-time Finance Director, effective July 1, 2016.  I am confident with Mrs. Morris’ help, we 
will have a smooth transition.  We wish Andrea all the best and extend our appreciation for her contributions.

Let me take this time to thank each and every one of you for your prayers and wishes on the passing of my 
mother.  Let’s continue our mission of polishing our jewel, this fantastic Village.  Remember, my door remains 
open, do stop in!

Warmest regards,

Mayor Robert L. Nash
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State of the Village From My Perspective
Patricia DeBerry, Council President

For the past forty plus years I have had the privilege of calling Highland Hills Home.  I have enjoyed what few com-
munities in this day and age can offer:  a safe community with little crime; a responsive police, fire department, and 
EMS services; a property and public works department second to none; a law director who is outstanding; manicured 
streets, trees, and lawns; and neighbors who are kind and supportive; a Mayor, administration, and Council who are 
truly committed to making Highland Hills the most desirable community in which to live.  Now I am leaving in 
October for a very similar retirement community in South Carolina.  For the services that I receive free in Highland 
Hills comes at a significant yearly assessment.  However, my health will no longer allow me to live in Ohio’s climate. 
I am leaving Council and the Village at a good time.  Council and the Adminstration have been able to work together 
for the betterment of the community.  We have developed a mutual trust and respect for each other’s role.  Council 
and the Adminstration have several projects in the fire which you will be hearing more about in the coming months. 
Council has made the Village finances a priority.  In an attempt to be more transparent, Council has initiated partici-
pation in Ohio Checkbook program sponsored by Josh Mandel.  When fully implemented this program will allow 
residents and Council to go online and view every check written by the Village’s new Finance Director, Duane Morris 
(no relation to previous finance director). 

Council has spent the past two years attending conferences and workshops specifically geared to increase our knowledge 
regarding our fiduciary responsibilities in how to read and fully understand the various reports that come before us.  
We are learning what questions to ask and implementing various accounting programs that will track the expenditures 
and revenues of the Village.  We have worked hard with the auditors to correct past errors.  Financially we are in the best 
shape we have been in over 15 years.  Our revenues have increased from a mere $8,000 to over $5 million and growing. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to our employees who have been loyal to the Village, and in many cases have worked 
for substandard wages.  Recently we increased every salary from $7.65 an hour to a minium of $10.00 an hour.  We 
thank our employees for sticking with us.  We have engaged consultants from the County to interview every employee 
regarding job positions, job description of their duties, and job satisfaction.  The consultants will also be reviewing our 
complement of salaries and make recommendations on ways to create more equity in pay, share recommendations for 
comparable job rate salary-wise, write new job descriptions, and update any needed job descriptions.  This may require 
changes to some of our current practices.  These recommendations and findings will go to our Human Resource Com-
mittee for study, and they will make final recommendations to Council.  We have always promised our employees once 
we have sufficient revenues from new developments in the Village, we would look toward rewarding our employees. 

Currently we have several major projects that will cost big bucks.  Some of the projects are to replace the roof at 3700 
Northfield, which will cost several hundred of thousand dollars and to replace the boiler at 3700 Northfield.  The 
roof is at the point of “no more patches”, again a hundred thousand dollar project; and we need to pave several of our 
residential streets, another multiple hundred thousand dollar project.  Remember we have only had one tax increase 
for general revenue funds in over 18 years, and one ongoing fire levy that is renewed every five years for the fire depart-
ment.  This is a result of sound fiscal management.  We have high hopes for our new Finance Director, and with his 
input we hope to increase the Village’s technology capabilities.  To me, as I review just the past ten years, these are not 
cheap projects, but ones that must be done. 

I am excited about our Council team.  We are able to work together for the good of the Village.  We don’t always 
agree, but we have learned to disagree without being disagreeable.  Sometimes this is not easy, but each one of us is 
committeed to work in the most professional and ethical manner.  This is an exciting time for the Village.  There are 
so many possibilities with new development coming in.  The Village will need to continue to support Council and 
the Administration.  We need your help, your ideas and presence at Council and Committee meetings as we move 
forward.  I will sincerely miss the Village residents, the Mayor, Adminstration, Council, and Village employees.  I wish 
you only the best and continue to choose your councilmembers carefully!
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Policing Our Community . . .
Antonio Stitt, Police Chief

We are in the beginning of what seems to be a beautiful summer. The birds are singing, the bees are 
pollinating and flowers are blooming. These are all welcomed changes that seem to announce that summer 
fun and outdoor activities haves arrived! Unfortunately, along with all the fun and good times we anticipate 
having, we must remember that there are still wolves/criminals lurking amongst us.
 
As your Police Chief, it is my responsibility to keep everyone safe and secure as you enjoy the summer 
festivities. We will continue our patrols, via police vehicles and on foot. As always, we will need you to assist 
in being additional eyes and ears throughout our community. Thus far, you, our residents have played a vital 
role in the success of reducing crime in our community, and my officers and I greatly appreciate and thank 
you all.

We have some outstanding news. Effective July 1, 2016 your Highland Hills Police Department will provide 
assistance for “Auto Lockouts” and “Battery Assist”!

If you happen to lock your keys in your vehicle or simply need to get in your locked vehicle, we can assist. If 
your vehicle battery dies, we can assist. You will need to sign a “Liability Waiver” form, and we will assist in 
getting you back on your way. Understand that we do not guarantee success, but we will try our best to help 
resolve the problem.

As always, One Team, One Family”!

F.Y.I.—IRS SCAM ALERT
Barbara Spearman, Councilwoman

I have received numerous phone calls pertaining to a scam alert so I thought I would share this information with all of 
our residents.

A very aggressive and sophisticated phone scam targeting taxpayers has been making the rounds throughout the coun-
try and in our area.  Callers claim to be employees of the IRS, but are not—they are con artists.  Victims are told they 
owe money to the IRS.  Do not cooperate!  The IRS will never:

1. Call and demand immediate payment, nor will the agency call about taxes owed without first having mailed you a 
tax bill.

2. Demand you pay taxes without giving you the opportunity to question or appeal the amount they say you owe.

3. Require you use a specific payment method for your taxes, such as a prepaid debit card.

4. Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone or threaten to bring in local police or other law enforcement 
groups for not paying.

Please do not pay these scam artists.  Do not provide them with any personal information.  Remember,
you are not in trouble and have done nothing wrong.  Simply hang up without saying anything to them.
If possible, block the number from your phone!
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Dear Highland Hills Residents
Council Pro Tem, Jean Abernathy-Smith

As I was sitting in a conference luncheon meeting one day, the guest speaker shared a reading that really 
stuck with me.  The reading was titled “Attitude Is Everything” and is a very popular reading you may have 
already heard, and I would like to pass on to you because it truly affects our daily lives.

“ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING”

Attitude is the way you think.

Your attitude is something other people can actually see.

They can hear it in your voice, see it in the way you move, feel it when they are with you.

Your attitude expresses itself in everything you do, all the time, wherever you are.

Positive attitudes always invite positive results.

Negative attitudes always invite negative results.

Attitude makes a difference every hour, every day, in everything that you do for your entire life.

What you get out of each thing you do for your entire life will equal the attitude you have when you do it.

Anything that you do with a positive attitude will work for you.

Anything that you do with a negative attitude will work against you.

If you have a positive attitude, you are looking for ways to solve problems you can solve,
and you are letting go of things over which you have no control.

You can develop a positive attitude by emphasizing the good,
by being tough minded and by refusing defeat.

     Whoever put pen to paper and wrote this thought-provoking article, I say kudos!  This reading makes 
               us think about our own attitudes and realize the importance of a positive attitude verses a negative 
                     attitude. This is truly something for everyone.

       Job well done author!

         Be blessed and have a wonderful summer!  Please feel free to contact me at 216.921.6658.
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Fire Department News
Arthur Timmons, Fire Chief

Fire Department Receives Thanks For Hard Work
It’s a wonderful time for Cleveland fans, the wait is FINALLY 
OVER!  In the last few months the Highland Hills fire depart-
ment has been busy training and educating people on the 
importance of fire safety. The fire department was presented 
a signed handmade card for fire safety training that our fire 
department provides at the Green Road Early Learning Center 
“Moving-On Celebration” located at 4329 Green Road.

John F. Kennedy High School 
Last year our fire department had a motor vehicle involving 
students from John F. Kennedy High School.  Lives were saved 
that day and students from John F. Kennedy High School 
brought refreshments to say “THANK YOU”. 

Recycling To Help Our Natural Critters
Last year the fire department donated to the Akron Zoo 
hundreds of feet of old fire hose that didn’t pass the test 
for fire use. The zoo uses the old hoses in cages of the 
animals.  In return, the Akron Zoo invited the fire depart-
ment members and family to a day at the zoo.

Haz Mat Training
On May 21, 2016, the Highland Hills Fire Department and 
surrounding communities participated in a Haz-Mat drill 
on I-271 southbound, where a tractor trailer overturned and 
spilled a load of dangerous hazardous chemicals onto sur-
rounding vehicles and onto the road. The exercise was spon-
sored by Cuyahoga County and took place behind Cuyahoga 
Community College in Highland Hills.  It included fire 
departments, local hospitals, State of Ohio transportation, and police departments.  People were brought 
in to act as patients with multiple injuries and transported to hospitals as part of the training.

From left to right: Fire Safety Officer LT. Sherriff, 
LT. Standford, FF. Zittkowski and FF. Coubrough.
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The Pen of Councilwoman Barbara Spearman
Hello Residents,
I’m reminding all residents that Council meeting is the 2nd Wednesday each month.  Every resident is invited to 
attend meetings so you will know what is going on in our Village government in Highland Hills.  Remember 7:00 
o’clock is the time.  The Council is the legislative body of our Village government and Council is responsible for 
approval of legislation before it becomes law.  Listed below are some of the approved Resolutions and Ordinances for 
the 2016 year.  If you have any questions, please give me a call.

Definitions
O:  An Ordinance is an official law, rule or decree made by authorities.
R:  A Resolution is a formal proposition to be debated and voted upon.
 
January
R: Re-appointment of Susan Hamilton as Engineer
O: Re-appointment of Thomas P. O’Donnell as Law Director
O: Approved an amendment to the employee salary complement
R: Re-appointment of Larry Finch as Director of Economic Development
R: Re-appointment of Steve Clymer as Director of Public Works

February
O: Approved annual appropriation of funds of current expenses for 2016
O: Mayor to enter and execute agreement for architectural services
O: Amend personnel policy manual for employee expenses
R: Appointment of Lynn Seawright as Director of Properties
O: Mayor and President of Council to enter and execute agreement with City of Cleveland for improvement of 

certain property owned by Cleveland for development and sharing income tax proceeds
O: Mayor to purchase fire vehicle for fire department
O: Approved annual appropriation of funds of current expenses for 2016
R: Recognizing February as Black History Month and celebrate contributions the NAACP made for civil rights in 

America
O: Amend personnel policy manual pertaining to employee expenses 

March
R: In support of the Remote Transaction Act (H.R. 2775) urging Congress to support “fairness” allowing local 

governments to enforce existing sales tax laws and does not create new taxes or increase existing taxes 

April
O: Amend Village credit card policy and approve Finance Director to obtain credit card for Council 
R: Approve employee performance evaluation forms for use by managerial staff
R: Approve appointment of several new members to the fire department
R: Approve Village Administrator job description
R: Approve appointment of several new members to the fire department
R: Approve amendment to the employee salary and complement schedule

continued on bottom of next page
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Building Department
Louis A. Hovancsek, Building Commissioner

“Summertime, and the living’s easy” is a lyric from the song Summertime written by George Gershwin in 
1934.  The song has been recorded by a wide variety of musicians. Janis Joplin brought it into the pop era in 
the 1960’s and it became an anthem to celebrate the freedom of summer to a generation.  

Those of us in northeast Ohio recognize and appreciate the season of summer. It is also the time to become 
cognizant of potential hazards that do not normally present themselves during the other seasons.  As we 
move outdoors to enjoy the nice weather, it becomes important to take special precautions to ensure outdoor 
areas are safe from potential hazards. Barbecue grills, gardening tools and fertilizers, and lawn toys all pose 
risks to children and adults alike. 

✔ Designate the grilling area as a “No Play Zone” and keep kids and pets well away until grill equipment is 
completely cool. 

✔ Check propane cylinder hoses for leaks before use. 

✔ Do not move hot grills. 

✔ Never add charcoal starter fluid when coals or kindling have already been ignited.

✔ Never use any flammable or combustible liquid other than charcoal starter fluid to get the fire going. 

✔ Don’t leave toys, tools and equipment in the yard. 

Be smart, be safe and have a great summer!

May

R: Approve Village Administrator job description 
O: Approved plan of operation and governance for NOPEC gas aggregation program
O: Authorized entering a natural gas program agreement with NOPEC 

June

O: Amend Rules of Council, entitled powers and duties of Chair (President)
R: Approve finance department policies and procedures for finance department
R: Supporting President Obama’s Kid Science Program
R: Support Summer Learning Day on July 14, 2016 
R: Approve promotions of Adrian Mangas and Markredell Campbell from part-time 

to full-time patrolmen in the police department

Resolution
A Resolution to be held in the highest regard for both as an 

individual and as a long-time representative, we therefore feel i
t 

is right and proper to send this resolution, and

WHEREAS, God in his great power, has invaded our ranks 

and taken from us and since God is too wise to make a mistake, 

and too merciful to be unkind, we bow in humble submission 

to His will, and

WHEREAS, we accept this as an act of His omnipotence 

who doeth all things well, and believe that the outstanding 

character of her dedicated service to the community, her 

appointment and service to this country, and her devotion 

to family and friends, will serve as a constant reminder 

of a life well spent.
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Greetings from Councilwoman Lillian Moore

Here’s hoping that the summer of 2016 is the best summer of all.  I am extremely honored to be servicing 
and representing the residents of Highland Hills.  I have been selected to serve as your Public Works Com-
mittee Chairperson this year.  I have the opportunity of engaging with our Public Works Director and stay-
ing abreast of any actions concerning our Village.  Service Director Steve Clymer stays on top of keeping the 
community clean and attractive.

I would like to reach out, asking residents to consider being a Community Activist.  Wikipedia defines 
activism as:

“Activism consists of efforts to promote, impede or direct social, political, economic, or environ-
mental change, or stasis with the desire to make improvements in society and to correct social 
injustice.  Forms of activism range from writing letters to newspapers or to politicians, political 
campaigning, economic activism . . .”

We should enjoy giving back, to enhance the awareness, engagement, excitement and the fulfilling feature of 
staying active.

Strong community activists/advocates involve those who have volunteered their time to our local schools, 
whether with the PTA, school board, or reading to our children in the elementary schools.  Also, raising 
awareness through community outreach programs, such as dancing, painting, musicals and annual sum-
mer community meals.  We can volunteer time at the police, fire or senior departments, sit down and have 
dinner with the local staff, play cards and offer suggestions on community trips with our senior department. 
You do not have to be a senior to participate with our seniors and/or volunteer for trips and travel.  There are 
several community events that can happen with your help and participation.

With your interest and input, community activities will insure knowledge and insight for the changes and 
growth of our Village.

Activity with community boards keeps us active, exposed and involved.  So why not consider volunteering 
wherever you have a passion, a like and/or a desire, to make a difference?  Call your local council members 
and/or the administration and express your interest in serving our Village.  We will be happy and excited to 
hear from you!

VOLUNTEER
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House Welcomes Homeless Female Veterans
Ariya's House is a story about vision, hope and 
tenacity. It’s also a story about what can be accom-
plished when a community comes together for an 
important cause.  Founded and operated by Women 
of Hope Inc., Ariya’s House is permanent supportive 
housing for local homeless female veterans located 
in Garfield Heights. A ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
held on June 8, celebrated a new beginning for the 
six formerly homeless women.

Residents have access to a host of supportive ser-
vices to ease their transition, include mentoring, life 
skills training, and recovery services. Education and 
employment assistance is also offered to the residents through NEOVETS. The project, conceived nearly a 
year ago, was a collaboration between Women of Hope, InLand Bank Staff c., the Cuyahoga Land Bank and 
the VA Domiciliary.

The Cuyahoga Land Bank donated the home to 
Women of Hope, Inc and renovations were com-
pleted by countless volunteers, including workers 
from local building trades, and individual volun-
teers and corporate sponsors.

The mission of the Cuyahoga Land Bank is to strate-
gically acquire properties, return them to productive 
use, reduce blight, increase property values, 
support community goals and improve the 
quality of life for county residents.
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There Is Help . . .
David Mills, Councilman

I hope you and your family had a wonderful 4th of July, and a special Thank You to all service members who 
continue to fight for our freedom and independence.

During the past month, I have had the opportunity to attend two meetings which were both interesting and 
full of useful information for senior citizens and young adults.

The first meeting was titled “Streetwise Self-Defense” and was about basic strikes, kicks, blocks, and what to 
do if an attacker tries to grab, choke, or hold you.  These life-saving moves are easy to learn and execute, and 
could very well protect you from harm.  The Cleveland Clinic Police Training Unit and the Cleveland Police 
Bureau of Community Policing conducted the training class.  If anyone is interested, please contact our 
senior department, or give me a call and I will gladly help you get started.  If there is enough interest from 
our community we can easily have them come to our Village to conduct a training class here.

The second meeting was titled “Human Trafficking 101: Under the Radar in Our Community” and focused 
on sexual and labor trafficking, which is the world’s fastest growing crime behind gun violence and drugs.  
The presenters were Teresa Stafford and Kirsti Mouncey from the Cleveland Rape Crisis Center.  Human 
trafficking is reported to be a $32 billion a year “business” and the victims/children range in age from 12-14, 
male and female.  Ohio ranks as the fifth highest state in human trafficking.  There is good news—the 
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center offers proactive prevention 24/7.  You can reach Project Star (sex trafficking 
advocacy and recovery) at 855.431.7827.  Through Project STAR, Cleveland Rape Crisis Center provides 
expert, trauma-informed crisis intervention, advocacy and counseling to survivors of sex trafficking in our 
community.  The information, support, counseling and advocacy is confidential, anonymous and FREE.

The meeting was held at Highland Springs, a facility offering inpatient and outpatient mental
health and addiction treatment to adults and seniors.  Highland Springs is a newly constructed 72-bed 
behavioral hospital whose mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based 
treatment in a professional and compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long term 
healing and recovery.

You can also contact me at 216.738.6263 or email dmills@vhhohio.org, or call our senior department at 
216.283.3000, ext. 229 or 235 for more information or any questions.
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Properties Department—Shaker House
Lynn Seawright, Properties Director

The Shaker House is undergoing some major renovations.  
The first phase involved updating the security system in 
the building.  We have installed cameras in all hallways of 
the building and have 24-hour recorded monitoring.  We 
are able to play back any activity and view on a new 32” 
monitor.   Work is also progressing regarding the installa-
tion of a new roof on the building.

We have done renovations in Room 3, which is the 
Finance Department, as well as the Shaker House Rental 
Office.  We will continue to make improvements as time 
and finances permit.

Shaker House efficiency occupancy is still at 100% and 
the ballroom is booked through the entire summer and into the fall.  It is my hope we may continue with 
upgrades at the Shaker House and fire station, as well as other parcels of land owned by the Village.  As 
always, I am open to any comments or suggestions you might have.  Enjoy the remainder of your summer!

WHACC 2016 Annual Award Winners

Congratulations go out to our own Jane Pierce, along with the other recipients, on being recognized at this 
year’s WHACC annual award luncheon:

Partnership Circle Award:
Highland Springs Hospital – Ohio University – Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine

New Business:  Escape Hunt

Years of Service:  Charles Izzo, Infinity Construction

Excellence in Customer Service:  Jane Pierce, Village of Highland Hills

Chamber Champion:  Michael Lichterman, Clifford Norton Studio

Community Service:  Jane Pierce, Village of Highland Hills

Networker of the Year:  Brendan Breen, Cyrid Media
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Always A Phone Call Away!
Michael Booker, Councilman

We as Council continue to be committed to serve as advocates and facilitate a superior qual-
ity of life for all residents. We know the Village is predominately a senior community and 
there is a wealth of resources available to protect and assist you solving unforeseen problems.  
I have compiled a list of local organizations that you may or may not know are available to 
aid you or someone you may know in our Village or extended Family: 

➟ FIRSTGOV for Seniors – www.usa.gov – 1.800.FED.INFO
 Access to all websites which provide services for seniors
➟ United Way First Call for Help – www.211cuyahoga.org – 2-1-1 (landlines only) – 216.436.2000
 Information about social health and government resources 24 hours/day
➟ Hoarding Connection of Cuyahoga County – HoardingConnectionCC.org – 216.791.8000 
 Support and advice in providing needed resources for individuals who hoard and those who work with individuals who hoard
➟ Cleveland Tenants Organization – www.clevelandtenants.org – 216.432.0617 
 Know your rental rights; serving all of Cuyahoga county
➟ Ohio Development Services Agency (ODSA) – www.energyhelp.ohio.gov – 1.800.686.1557 
 Assists income eligible Ohioans in paying utility bills and improve energy efficiency in their homes
➟ Cuyahoga County Adult Protective Services – 216.420.6700  
 Investigates allegations of abuse, neglect, and/or financial exploitation of adults 60+
➟ Cuyahoga County Division of Senior and Adult Services – 216.420.6700 
 Information and referral for: home delivered meals, chore and home maintenance, transportation for medical appointments, 

respite care, opportunities for socialization and volunteering, access to government and community resource programs
➟ Cleveland Housing Network – www.chnnet.com – 216.574.7100 
 Services for eligible applicants (may include free furnace, free insulation, free hot water tank, free refrigerator, free light bulbs, 

free tax preparation, utility assistance)
➟ Cleveland Public Library – www.homebound.services@cpl.org – 216.623.7005 
 Homebound Services department provides a free, fast and convenient way for patrons to borrow library materials
➟ The Free Medical Clinic – www.thefreeclinic.org – 216.721.4010 
 Medical, dental, behavioral health, and HIV services to individuals regardless of their ability to pay
➟ Fairhill Partners – www.fairhillpartners.org – 216.421.1350 
 Offers nationally-recognized workshops that reduce the fear of falling and increase activity levels
➟ Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging – www.benrose.org/services - 216.791.8000 
 Services to help seniors stay healthy and safe at home; Adult Day, Home Care, Mental Health Services, Senior Companion 

Program, Home Delivered Meals
➟ Ohio Attorney General – www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov – 1.800.282.0515 
 Helps victims rectify the effects of identity theft; report phone scams; understand your rights when dealing with debt collectors
➟ American Red Cross – www.redcross-cleveland.org – 216.361.5535  
➟ Operation-Save-A-Life provides free smoke alarms and batteries
➟ Ohio Department of Insurance – www.insurance.ohio.gov – 1.800.686.1578 
 Information and education about medicare and other health insurance services
➟ Legal Aid Society – www.lasclev.org – 216.687.1900 
 Free legal assistance 

Hopefully this list will help someone.  I also hope you received your “File of Life” and took the time to fill it out.  It is 
a VERY useful tool for both you and first responders; it could possibly save your life!
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Warrensville Heights Area Chamber of Commerce 
Government Day for Local Area Students
The Warrensville Heights Area Chamber of Commerce works to promote, enhance, and foster the growth of busi-
ness in the area communities of Highland Hills, North Randall and Warrensville Heights, Ohio. Visit whacc.org to 
subscribe, get involved, or join. Do you have news, updates, or opportunities you would like to share? We’re looking 
to our members to submit world-class content for our print newsletters, email newsletters, and social media channels. 
Please submit your business articles, tips, and resources to news@whacc.org. 

Last week, 25 high school students participated in the Chamber Junior Leadership Academy: a unique collaboration 
between the Effective Leadership Academy (ELA), the Warrensville Heights Area Chamber of Commerce (WHACC), 
Mayor Bradley Sellers, and Superintendent Donald Jolly.  This five-day program provided students with the unique 
opportunity to learn from many officials, influencers and business leaders throughout Highland Hills, North Randall, 
and Warrensville Heights. The following chamber members were presenters on Government Day:

◆  Mayor Bradley Sellers, City of Warrensville Heights 
◆  Jerome DuVal, Economic Development Director, City of Warrensville Heights 
◆  Lori Reed, Finance Department, City of Warrensville Heights 
◆  James McReynolds, Building Commissioner, City of Warrensville Heights
◆  Jane Pierce, Administrative Assistant to Mayor, Village of Highland Hills

Picture enclosed in email of table name plate and panel brochure. I emailed to see if the Community Director has a 
picture of us on the panel or the students. I should have something tomorrow.

Photo and information credit WHACC

Meet WHACC’s newest board member Sandy Kuntz. Sandy is the Director of Business Development at Highland 
Springs Hospital in Highland Hills, Ohio. Sandy holds an MBA, Specialization in Healthcare Management & Human 
Resources from Ottawa University.

Sandy has been actively involved in the Chamber from her start in Northeast Ohio. She is currently serving on 
the WHACC advocacy committee. She works closely with the Village of Highland Hills, and practices doing 
business with other chamber members whenever possible. In addition, Sandy’s efforts contributed to 
Highland Springs Hospital receiving the WHACC 2016 Partnership Circle Award.
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Seniors News
Jeune Drayton, Seniors Director

We are so glad it is summer, because in addition to making sure our folks make their doctor and other medi-
cal appointments, we can also partake in some good weather events.

Please make sure you review the monthly calendar loaded with events; like Wade Oval Wednesdays (WOW), 
trips to various casinos, and day trips.  Did you get notice that we are going to Put-In-Bay this month?  
Make sure to see the announcement about the Health Fair being held at Shaker Place on July 15th (see flyer 
on page 20).  Also, Playhouse Square is hosting a Senior Movie Day on August 5 (see flyer below).

Summer is, as is every season, a good time to take advantage of our Silver Fitness Exercise Program here at 
Village Hall.  Come flex those muscles under the careful guidance of our exercise guru, Reggie Lewis.

We strive to provide the best service possible, and remind everyone to please call the office at least one day in 
advance (preferably two) to schedule appointments.  It is important too, that you make every effort to stick 
to the schedules.

Suggestions are always welcome, and in fact, encouraged. Help us help you!  Enjoy the season.
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Public Works  “Service”  Department
Steve Clymer, Public Works Director

Summer is definitely upon us here in the Village and from all the forecasts I’ve seen it is predicted to be hot-
ter than normal. With that being said, one of the best natural resources in the country is right around the 
corner and taken for granted by most of us.  Let’s strive together to assure the existence of our quality water 
remains for generations to come!

Lake Erie Starts Here!
Every time each and every one of us steps up to the kitchen sink to fill a glass with a refreshing drink of 
water, a luxury that people in a lot of places in our fine country don’t always have.  See the listing below of 
things we can all strive to keep this natural resource healthy for ourselves.  The same goes when any of us 
want to water our lawns or flowers.  In general, anytime we want to use our quality water from Lake Erie for 
anything at all, I can never recall a reason that we couldn’t.  There is a tremendous amount of ongoing effort 
put forth to assure all the residents in Northern Ohio are supplied with this quality natural resource.

How the VILLAGE Helps Protect Your Water
★ Leaf pickup prevents clogging of storm drains and limits acidic contamination
★ The Village is an active member of the Millcreek Watershed
★ Highland Hills enforces requirements put in place for our streams and wetlands required by the EPA
★ We offer household hazardous waste (and other) recycling for residents
★ Work with the Cuyahoga County Board of Health on all public health concerns
★ Monitor and limit the use of road salt to only amounts necessary to keep roadways safe
★ Agreements in place with the County Sewer District to maintain and repair both the storm water and sanitary sewer 

systems in the Village

How YOU Can Help Protect Your Water
★ Don’t litter
★ Pick up litter when you see it
★ Keep grass clippings, paper and other waste out of streets and storm drains
★ Report illegal dumping: call Highland Hills Police (216.283.3007) or the County Board of Health (216.201.2000)
★ Pickup pet waste and put in the trash
★ Wash your car on the lawn or at a carwash
★ Reduce toxic substance usage around your home and on the lawn and garden
★ Never put motor oil, antifreeze, pet waste or anything else in storm drains
★ Clean paint from brushes, rollers and pans in the sink (sink water flows into the sanitary sewer system)
★ Get involved with local conservation/watershed group and take part in keeping our watershed clean and healthy

The entire department of Public Works eagerly wishes each and every resident in our Village a safe 
and prosperous summer season.  Please accomplish your outdoor chores in the morning and relax 
during the heat of the day.
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Construction Starts at Highland Park Golf Course
The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, in partnership with the City of Cleveland and the West
Creek Conservancy, has acquired the land and funding for the restoration of a segment of Mill Creek within 

the Highland Park Golf Course, located 
in the Village of Highland Hills.

The project will stabilize and 
rehabilitate approximately 4,000 feet 
of Mill Creek and will include creating 
more natural stream meanders and 
a hydraulically connected floodplain 
with wetland depressions. Failing 
stone walls and gabion baskets, which 
currently line the channel, will be 
removed and replaced with natural 
vegetated streambanks. A small dam 
will be removed and a pond currently 
filled with sediment will be returned 

to stream channel with a wetland floodplain. Exposed irrigation lines will be buried below the new channel, 
reducing future maintenance and costly repairs. Golf course drainage will be improved and the new stream 
channel will be integrated into the golf course to maintain course play.

Project Funding:
$1,350,000
Ohio EPA, Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program

$257,000
NEORSD Regional Stormwater Management Program

$92,400
US Forest Service GLRI grant for native tree and shrub plantings
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Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) Eastern Campus
Founded in 1971, the Eastern Campus has a rich tradition of serving students who want to complete their 
first two years of College in a high quality educational environment, as well as those desiring a direct-to-job 
educational experience leading to a family-sustaining wage.

The Eastern Campus features the Associate of Arts and Associate of Science for students wishing to transfer 
to a four-year institution. The Campus has several strong articulations with more than 40 four-year partners, 
including on-site bachelor's degree classes with Hiram College.  For direct-to-job interests, the Eastern Cam-
pus offers a dozen programs with a focus on sustainability and personal health:

• Environmental Health and Nursing
• Safety Technology
• Emergency Medical
• Technology
• Hospitality Management and Culinary Arts
• Interior Design
• Massage Therapy

• Optical Technology
• Pharmacy Technology
• Plant Science and Landscape Technology
• Sport and Exercise Studies
• Medical Assisting
• Visual Communication and Design

The campus, located off I-271 in Highland Hills, encompasses four buildings with state-of-the-art class-
rooms and laboratories. The Campus provides students with a support system that includes Enrollment, 
Financial Aid, Counseling, Career Center, Student Success Center, Learning Commons (library and technol-
ogy support), Tutoring, Writing Center and the Alfred Lerner Veterans Center.

The Eastern Campus is also home to the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Humanities Center, which pro-
vides high performing student a collaborative, problem-based learning environment with a focus on leader-
ship development and community engagement.

Additionally, the campus features multiple venues for events, such as the 6oo seat Simon and Rose Mandel 
Theatre, Gallery East art gallery and Cafe’ 4250, a student-run restaurant.  Students and community mem-
bers can enjoy a healthy lifestyle with a gymnasium, indoor and outdoor tracks, natatorium, dance studio, 
fitness center and massage therapy student clinic.
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The Asociation of African American Cultural Gardens
Barbara Spearman, Councilwoman

On June 18, 2016, I attended the annual Juneteenth program and the dedication of the Past Pavilion of the African 
American Cultural Gardens.  The Gardens are located at 890 Martin Luther King Drive.  Take time one day, and go 
see the wonderful beginning of the African American Cultural Gardens.

Mission

The specific purpose of the organization shall be to develop 
and preserve the African American Cultural Garden. To 
promote education and encourage interest in the African 
American culture and heritage by perpetuating a spirit of 
friendship among people of all nationalities and foster a 
spirit of brother/sisterhood and world peace.

History Visionaries

In 1969, Tri-C Professor, Booker Tall started on an eight 
year journey to claim a site for the Association African 
American Cultural Garden within the Cleveland Cultural 
Garden Federation grounds.

Tall enlisted the support of Clarence Fitch, Carol Bugg, Bob Render, Glen Brackens and the Association for the Study 
of Afro-American Life & History. The struggle was waged in the media, the community and with the city of Cleve-
land. The result was the dedication of a four acre site on October 23, 1977. This prominent location sits on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

However, since 1977, the Association African American Cultural Garden had lain virtually dormant. It was not until 
2002 that Cordell Edge, a long time Glenville resident, was appointed to engage a committee to cultivate and renew 
interest in this endeavor. With research, commitment and education Cordell set the path to celebrate the development 
and installation of our AAACG site. Under new leadership this journey continues.

Interpretation of the Three Stages/Sections of the Gardens Pavilions

Past Pavilion:  Translates the experience of the initial aspects of the 
slave trade through the reinterpretation of the dungeons, corridors 
and ultimate “Doorway of No Return”

Present Pavilion:  Evokes the sense of growth as the black granite 
rises from the site, echoing our emergence as a people in this country 
despite the myriad of challenges we have faced.

Future Pavilion:  Addresses the need for reflection and hope 
through the reintroduction a fountain and small reflecting pool pay-
ing homage to the fountain in the Past Pavilion and its symbolism.

Architectural design of completed African American Cultural Garden

Completed structure of Past Pavilion
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Highland Hills Unsung Heroes
Patricia DeBerry, Council President

Last year, former Councilwoman Nicole Young reinstituted the practice of highlighting members in the 
community who go the extra mile.  I would like to continue that initiative by spotlighting two of our own 
“Unsung Heroes”.  If you know any members in the community you would like us to highlight, please con-
tact Council President Patty DeBerry, our Council Clerk, or any member of Council.  Former Councilmem-
bers David Scott and Danita Love are our “Unsung Heroes” in this edition of our community newsletter.

David Scott is not only the star of our recycling video, he continues to work with Jane 
Pierce and Lynn Seawight on our recycling efforts.  If you haven’t been up to the Shaker 
House in the last two weeks, you are missing a real visual treat.  David has also been 
working with Administrative Assistant Jane Pierce on recycling and helps in other ways 
to make our community “Green” and “Energy Efficient”.  He also works with staff mem-
bers at the Shaker House on better ways and new techniques to restore and maintain the 
marble floors in the Shaker House.  Talk about shinning!  Under the direction of our 
newly rehired Property Director Lynn Seawright, David is helping in many ways to share 

the expertise and skills he used in his profession before retiring.

This is a good time to ask yourself what skills and talents you have that you can contribute to help the 
Village “sparkle”.

Danita Love is our other “Unsung S/hero” and former Council President.  Danita 
works as a graphic artist and administrative assistant at a prominent law firm in 
downtown Cleveland.  For many years she has created our newsletter, and for over 12 
years she prepared our newsletters totally pro bono.  Council voted to give her a token 
payment this year, as we appreciate all her efforts.  This issuse of the newsletter you are 
reading now, is an example of the excellent job she does.  Thank you Danita for helping 
us communicate more effectively with all the residents in Highland Hills.

Unsung Heros Contact Information
Council Clerk Peg Sikon 216.283.3000, Ext. 237 psikon@vhhohio.org
Council President Patty DeBerry 216.283.6125 pdeberry@vhhohio.org
Council Pro Tem Jean Abernathy Smith 216.921.6658 jsmith@vhhohio.org
Councilman Michael Booker 216.926.7938 mbooker@vhhohio.org
Councilman David Mills 216.738.6263 dmills@vhhohio.org
Councilwoman Lillian Moore 216.752.6411 lmoore@vhhohio.org
Councilwoman Barbara Spearman 216.751.2339 bspearman@vhhohio.org
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Sewer District to Host Residential Stormwater Credit Workshops
Fees for the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District's Regional Stormwater Management Program will return to bills 
beginning July, but the Sewer District is hosting informational workshops to help customers learn more about the 
program's benefits to Village of Highland Hills and how residents can apply for residential credits to reduce their bills.

Most customers receive quarterly sewer bills and this fee will appear as a separate line-item on their July, August or 
September bills, whenever the next bill is scheduled. Through the Sewer District's stormwater fee credits, customers 
can reduce their bill by taking steps to manage their stormwater runoff.

The Sewer District is holding several meetings and customers can attend any meeting that is most convenient to them. 
A brief presentation will be offered at multiple times throughout these workshops.  Village of Highland Hills residents 
are encouraged to attend the following meeting:

In addition, residents should also attend the Sewer District's Annual Open House on September 17, 2016, at the 
Southerly Wastewater Treatment Facility. Stormwater workshops will be offered at this fun, familyfriendly event, but 
this event is a great opportunity to learn more about all the work the Sewer District does to help keep our Great Lake 
great. More information is at neorsd .org/openhouse.

The Stormwater Program addresses flooding, streambank erosion and water quality problems across the Sewer Dis-
trict's 355 square mile service area. The Village of Highland Hills is a member community of the Sewer District; 
wastewater from our Village is treated at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, but rain and melting snow falling within our 
boundaries flows into creeks, streams and rivers and makes its way into local watersheds.

In addition to construction projects that will improve the watersheds, Sewer District will assume responsibility for mil-
lions of dollars of necessary maintenance along large streams across the region. The Sewer District will also conduct plan-
ning and build projects to begin addressing the region's chronic flooding and erosion issues. In addition to the assumed 
maintenance responsibilities, this program will financially benefit Highland Hills with the Sewer District's Community 
Cost Share program that offers reimbursable grants to our community for stormwater-related work we do.

Additional information about the Regional Stormwater Management Program is available at
www.neorsd.org/stormwater.

Lyndhurst:
Wednesday, June 29, 2016
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Lyndhurst Community Center
1341 Parkview Drive, Lyndhurst

Cleveland:
Tuesday, July 12, 2016
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Zone Recreation Center
6301 Lorain Avenue, Cleveland

Parma:
Saturday, August 20, 2016
10 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Watershed Stewardship Center 
at West Creek
2277 West Ridgewood Drive, Parma

Mayfield Village:
Thursday, September 22, 2016
5:30- 7:30 p.m.
Mayfield Village Civic Center
6622 Wilson Mills Road
Mayfield Village

Summit County:
Tuesday, August 23, 2016
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Happy Days LodgeOO
West Streetsboro Street (S.R. 303)
Peninsula
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Highland Hills Ranks in Top Ten Communities
For Residential Recycling Rates
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Bike Safety Rodeo!

Saturday, July 16 from 1 to 4 p.m.
South Pointe Hospital, Building A,

(Ohio University Heritage College of Medicine Building), Parking Lot A-6

Join South Pointe Hospital and the City of Warrensville Heights for a FREE bike safety
rodeo. Please bring your bike to participate and for the rodeo. Practice bikes are available
for kids without bikes.

Bike safety instruction and bike rodeo will be taught compliments of the Ohio City Bicycle
Co-op and the Warrensville Heights PD and Fire Departments.

We will have free bike helmets and locks for all participants.There will also be free food, fun,
prizes, and a raffle to win a free bike.

This event is for kids 12 and under. Parents are welcome to join us!

The event is free but registration is required.

Call 216.218.2357 to register.



25
Highland

Hills
Community 

News

Th
e UNITED 
OTING 
STATE of 
You Are Invited to... 

A Voting Rights Town Hall Meeting 
JULY 18, 2016 10AM-12PM 

CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT CENTER 

HOSTED BYHOSTED BYHOSTED BY   SPECIAL GUESTSSPECIAL GUESTSSPECIAL GUESTS   

SPEAKERSSPEAKERSSPEAKERS   

Congresswoman 
Marcia L. Fudge (OH-11) 

Congressman Congressman 
James E. Clyburn (SC-6)  Bennie G. Thompson (MS-2) 

Representative Representative Representative 
Stephanie Stephanie Stephanie 

HowseHowseHowse   

Camille Wimbish, EsqCamille Wimbish, EsqCamille Wimbish, Esq   

Michael Eric  Michael Eric  Michael Eric  
Dyson Dyson Dyson 

(moderator)(moderator)(moderator)   Julie Fernandes, EsqJulie Fernandes, EsqJulie Fernandes, Esq   

Mike Brickner Ohio Voice,        Ohio Voice,        Ohio Voice,        
Election               Election               Election               

Administration      Administration      Administration      
DirectorDirectorDirector   

Ohio House of    Ohio House of    Ohio House of    
Representatives,       Representatives,       Representatives,       

District 11District 11District 11   

Author, Commentator, Author, Commentator, Author, Commentator, 
ProfessorProfessorProfessor   

Open Society       Open Society       Open Society       
Foundations, Advocacy Foundations, Advocacy Foundations, Advocacy 

Director for Voting Director for Voting Director for Voting 
Rights & DemocracyRights & DemocracyRights & Democracy   

ACLU Ohio, Senior ACLU Ohio, Senior ACLU Ohio, Senior 
Policy AdvisorPolicy AdvisorPolicy Advisor   

RSVP: www.eventbrite.com/e/votingRSVP: www.eventbrite.com/e/votingRSVP: www.eventbrite.com/e/voting---rightsrightsrights---towntowntown---hallhallhall---ticketsticketstickets---26281310106.                                                         26281310106.                                                         26281310106.                                                                                                                                                                                    
For more information visit fudge.house.gov.For more information visit fudge.house.gov.For more information visit fudge.house.gov.   

“The Strength of our Democracy Depends on the Participation of Every Citizen.”    
- Congresswoman Marcia L. Fudge  
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Calling All Residents
To Attend A Town Hall Meeting

When:
Thursday, July 28, 2016

Time:
7:00 p.m.

Where:
Highland Hills Village Hall
3700 Northfield Road, Room 14

Subject:
Heritage Home Program

Heritage Home is a regional housing 
rehabilitation program.  Representa-
tives will be on hand to explain how they 
can help with free technical assistance 
for home repair, maintenance and rehab 
needs, as well as access to loan rates that 
are more affordable than ever!

Every homeowner is encouraged to attend 
this meeting to obtain valuable informa-
tion on what improvements will increase 
your home's value.

Light Refreshments Will Be Served.  Hope To See You There!

Mayor Robert L. Nash & Village Council


